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caused by such a war, the loss of economically valuable per-
sonnel is by no means precisely the same as the aggregate
loss of life. Even under a system of conscription and uni-
versal service there is a degree of self-selection takes effect
jn the formation of a military or naval force. Those in-
dividuals whose temperamental bent fits them for a military
rather than an industrial occupation are after all drawn into
the service somewhat more inclusively, and to the (slight)
extent to which such a selective process is operative in draw-
ing men into the service it will also be effective as touches
the mortality in the service. As regards the rank and file
the mortality will probably have little of this selective ef-
fect, particularly under a system of universal conscription.
But the case is not the same as regards the officers, especially
where they are drawn by self-selection chiefly from the
well-to-do classes, as happens, e.g., in the case of the Ger-
mans and British. These will presumably be men peculiarly
fit for warlike enterprise, and so presumably unfit for the
arts of peace. Also, whatever may be the case in respect of
their congenital fitness for war, it should be noted that of-
ficers commonly are gentlemen, in the several senses which
that word conveys 5 and gentlemen commonly have no in-
dustrial value. Indeed, as bears on the net industrial effi-
ciency of the community they have appreciably less than no
value, being typically unproductive consumers. The mor-
tality among the officers may therefore be set down as net
gain, in the economic respect; and since they will at an aver-
age be highly efficient consumers, their demise should count
as an economic relief to the community at large, and count
at something more than a mere per capita rating.